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of a marked preponderance of any particular Balkan principality to the detriment of the others.
d. Having finally recorded that our two Cabinets have no other objective in the Balkan Peninsula than the maintenance, the consolidation, and the pacific development of the small States established there, we agreed to pursue in future in this field a policy of perfect harmony, and to avoid in consequence everything which might engender between us the elements of conflict or of mistrust.
Such is, Prince, the summary of the conferences of St. Petersburg, which I believe I have reproduced as faithfully as possible.
I do not doubt for a moment that Count Mouravieff will confirm its exactness to you; and it is for that reason that I ask you to let him read my present despatch, a copy of which you should leave in his hands with the request that he acknowledge its receipt.
Accept, etc.
(*)
Note of the Russian Government to the Austrian Ambassador in St. Petersburg in regard to the Balkan Agreement.
St. Petersburg, May 5 (17), 1897. Mr. Ambassador,
The secret despatch which Count Goluchowski addressed to Your Highness under date of Vienna, May 8 instant, and a copy of which you have been kind enough to send me, summarizes, in general terms, the exchange of views and of ideas to which the recent stay in Russia of His Majesty the Emperor-King Francis Joseph and of his Minister of Foreign Affairs gave rise.
I feel that I ought to reply to this kind communication by a succinct statement of the impressions which I received from it, in order to eliminate any possibility of a misunderstanding in our conceptions.
As Count Goluchowski states, we "came to an agreement as to the necessity of maintaining the present status quo in the Balkan Peninsula, as long as circumstances will permit," and we